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Initial Eligibility Standards 
NCAA Division I 

Academic Requirements

Qualifier - Eligible for Athletic Aid, Practice and Competition in 

There are 2 possible Academic Outcomes 

1.
      their first year of full-time enrollment

     2. Academic Redshirt - Eligible for Athletic Aid and Practice in
        their first year of full-time enrollment.  

 



Meet the 16 NCAA core course requirements in appropriate areas:

Complete 10 of 16 core courses before senior year (7th semester) of high school
(10/7) 

7 of the 10 core courses must be in English, math or natural/physical science
Earn a minimum 2.3 GPA
Submit final transcript with proof of graduation to the Eligibility Center 

•Eligible for athletic aid, practice and competition during first year of residence if:

(Eligibilitycenter.org/courselist)

Qualifier



TEST SCORES

In January 2023, NCAA Division I and II adopted legislation
to remove standardized test scores from initial eligibility
requirements. However, check with the NCAA school that
you plan to attend regarding whether standardized test
scores are necessary for admission or scholarship
requirements. 



Academic Redshirt
 

Meet the 16 NCAA core course requirements in the appropriate areas.
Earn a minimum 2.0 GPA 
Submit final transcript with proof of graduation to eligibility center 

Eligible for athletic aid and practice, but NOT competition. 

 
 
 



Automatic Waiver Criteria for Division I
Initial Enrollment in 23-24

 
 Qualifier 

 

Early Academic Qualifier

 

COVID 19

16 core courses in required
subject area 

> 2.300 core-course GPA,
and 
Proof of graduation 

     (10 core courses/before 7th
       sem.) 

14 core courses in required
subject area 
> 3.000 core-course GPA  

Pre-7th Semester:

Academic Redshirt

 16 core-courses in required
subject area
> 2.000 core course GPA
Proof of graduation



What if a PSA does not meet
either set of requirements? 

 
If a college-bound student-athlete does not meet either the
Qualifier or Academic Redshirt requirements, he/she is considered
a non-qualifier.

Non-Qualifiers:
•Cannot receive athletic aid,
•Cannot practice, and
•Cannot compete during first year of enrollment



Possible Outcomes
Division II 
Initial Eligibility Standards

 

Qualifier 
Partial Qualifier 

Covid-19 Automatic Waiver 

Questions 



Initial Eligibility Standards 
NCAA Division II

Academic Requirements

Qualifier - Eligible for Athletic Aid, Practice and Competition in their 

There are 2 possible Academic Outcomes 

1.
         first year of full-time enrollment

     2. Partial Qualifier - Eligible for Athletic Aid and Practice in their    
          first year of full-time enrollment.  

 
 



Meet the 16 NCAA core course requirements in the appropriate areas;

Earn a minimum 2.2 GPA 
Submit transcript with proof of graduation to the Eligibility Center 

 Eligible for Athletic Aid, Practice and Competition in their first year of full-time
enrollment

 

Initial Eligibility Standards 
NCAA Division II 

Qualifier
 



TEST SCORES 

In January 2023, NCAA Division I and II adopted legislation
to remove standardized test scores from initial eligibility
requirements. However, check with the NCAA school that
you plan to attend regarding whether standardized test
scores are necessary for admission or scholarship
requirements. 



Initial Eligibility Standards 
NCAA Division II 
Partial Qualifier

 
Student-athletes who do NOT meet Division II Qualifier standards
will be deemed a Partial Qualifier. 

Partial Qualifier: Eligible for Athletic Aid and Practice but may
NOT compete during their first year of full-time enrollment at a
DII school. 

 
 



Automatic Waiver Criteria for Division II 
Initial Enrollment in 22-23 or 23-24

 
Qualifier 

 

Early Academic Qualifier

 

COVID 19

16 core courses in
required subject area 
> 2.200 core-course
GPA  
Proof of graduation

14 core courses in
required subject area 
> 2.500 core-course
GPA  

Pre-7th Semester:
Academic Redshirt

 
N/A



Division III 

 

Initial Eligibility Standards
 
 No uniform set of eligibility requirements for DIII schools 

Eligibility for admission, financial aid, practice and
competition is determined by the college or university. 

DIII schools DO NOT require registration with the NCAA
Eligibilty Center (unless you're an international student)



NAIA 
Initial Eligibility Standards

 



NAIA Academic Requirements
 
 

Graduate from high school OR be accepted as a regular student in
good standing as defined by the enrolled institution; AND
Must graduate with a 2.3+ OR meet two of the three requirements: 

In order to practice, compete and receive athletic aid at an NAIA
institution, a PSA must

 
 

Test Score
Requirement

Achieve a
minimum of 18 on
the ACT or 970 on

the SAT

HS GPA
Requirement

Achieve a
minimum overall
HS GPA of 2.0 on

a 4.0 scale

Graduate in the
top half of your

HS class 

Class Rank
Requirement



NJCAA  
Academic Requirements

 

Graduate from high school; OR 
Receive a GED that has been authorized
by a state-recognized education agency
or a regional association or approved by
the NJCAA National Office 

In order to meet NJCAA academic eligibility
requirements, a freshman student-athlete
must: 

 



 

Recruiting 101 



Telephone Calls 
 

College coach can make telephone calls beginning September 1 of
a PSA’s junior year.

College coach can make unlimited calls beginning June 15 before
PSA’s junior year.

No limit on number of calls or when they can be made by the
college coach. 

Division I:

Division II:

Division III: 



Social Media
 

A PSA may begin receiving electronic correspondence
September 1 of their junior year.

A PSA may begin receiving electronic correspondence June 15
before their junior year.

Division I:

Division II:

** Correspondence must be private between PSA and coach until a
written commitment (not verbal) has been made**  



Campus Visits
 

Official Unofficial 

Expenses paid by institution
Limited to 48 hours on campus
PSA - Maximum five official visits in
Div. I, unlimited in Div. II
PSA Limit one per school
Cannot happen until Sept. 1 of junior
year in Div. I
Cannot happen until June 15 before
junior year in Div. II
Must register with EC and provide
institution with transcript before
visiting

• Expenses paid by PSA

• Unlimited number of visits

• Cannot happen until Sept.

1 of junior year in Div. I

• Can take place at any age        

(Div. II & III)

• CANNOT take place during

a dead period
 



Agents
A student-athlete becomes ineligible if

he or she agrees, or has ever agreed
(orally or in writing) to be represented

by an agent for the purpose of
marketing his/her ATHLETIC ability in

their respective sport. 

Note: This rule also applies to PSA’s who agree
(orally or in writing) to be represented by an

agent in the future.
 



Extra
Benefits

cash or equivalent 
gift certificates 
country club, sports club or healthplex memberships 
gifts of clothing, equipment or jewelry 
Name, Image, and Likeness Agreement based on athletic
participation or achievement (incentives for enrollment
decisions)

A potential student-athlete participating in the following
activities or receipt of non-permissible benefits will
jeopardize the individual's athletics eligibility for
intercollegiate participation.  
Non-Permissible Benefits include, but are NOT limited to: 

 
Note: If it feels like a PSA is being bribed to attend a
certain institution, then it is probably a violation. 

 



Signing 
an NLI

Not required for a PSA to receive athletic aid 
Not required for a PSA to participate in their sport
Ends the recruiting process

By signing a National Letter of Intent (NLI), a PSA is agreeing
to attend a Division I or Division II institution for one
academic year. 

 
Note: If a PSA signs an NLI with one school but

attends a different school, the PSA could lose one
full year of eligibility. 

 



Signing Day Activities:

Division I & II:
A coach may not send PSA any gear to be displayed while
he/she signs (ex. hats, jerseys, banners, etc.).

A coach may not be present when a PSA signs an NLI.

An institution will announce the PSA’s signing once they
have received his/her NLI.

Note:  These rules are different for NAIA and NJCAA.



Sport(s)
Initial Signing

Date Final Signing Date 

DI Basketball (Early Period) Nov 8, 2023 Nov 15, 2023

DI Basketball (Regular Period) Apr 17, 2024 May 15, 2024

DI Football (Early Period) Dec 20, 2023 Dec 22, 2023

DI and DII Football (midyear JC
Trancer) Dec 20, 2023 Jan 15, 2024

DI and DII Football (Regular Period) Feb 7, 2024
Div. I: April 1, 2024
Div. II: Aug 1, 2024

All other DI and DII Sports November 8, 2023 Aug 1, 2024



 

Resources



Web
Resources

Eligibilitycenter.org - for college bound student-
athletes to complete their registration and check
their status with the NCAA Eligibility Center

NCAA.org - under "Student-Athletes" click on
"Want to Play College Sports?"

Actstudents.org - ACT

Collegeboard.com - SAT

Nationalletter.org - NLI 









NCAA.ORG



Other
Resources

PlayNAIA.org - information for prospective
student, parents, high school and club
coaches about NAIA schools, sports and
eligibility determination. 

NAIA.org - provides information on NAIA
rules and eligibility requirements. 

NJCAA.org/eligibility - provides information
on junior college rules and eligibility
requirements. 

 

 

http://playnaia.org/
http://naia.org/
http://njcaa.org/eligibility


Questions?

Marcy Hutton 
Mississippi College

Athletics 
mhutton@mc.edu 


